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This document serves to detail the proposed redevelopment plan for the children's 

play equipment situated in the King George V Playing Fields, Shaldon. The 

document outlines the basic requirements that have been identified by the 

community, and the reasoning behind why this endeavour should be invested in. 

 

This document is intended for consumption by both the general public who have 

an interest in the restoration of the play equipment; and also any prospective 

investor wishing to gain an understanding of why the play equipment is so 

important to the community, the feel for the community spirit behind this 

endeavour and the steps that have already been taken to secure investment in the 

project. 

1.0 DOCUMENT SCOPE 



 

 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

The King George V play park is situated on the 

banks of the river Teign between the beautiful 

villages of Shaldon and Ringmore and comprises 

a small children's play area and a football pitch. 

The total amount of green space equates to 

about 8700 feet2. The park dates back to 1912 

when Wakeham’s Field was purchased for the 

sum of £280 by the village for the purposes of 

providing a permanent memorial to celebrate the 

coronations of their Majesties King Edward VII 

and King George V and to provide a permanent 

place of play and recreation for all generations of 

children that reside in and visit the village. The 

Field today is known simply as King George V 

Playing Fields. 

Figure  2.1 Showing an aerial photograph of Shaldon with the park clearly 

visible in the right-hand-side of the photo. 

The existing play equipment was installed some 20+ years 

ago and some items of play equipment have since fallen 

into disrepair or are simply no longer fit for purpose. Oth-

er parts of the play equipment appear outdated and are 

generally not engaged by the park’s visitors. The park is 

now managed by Teignbridge District Council who are 

charged with its maintenance and upkeep, however they 

can not find the budget required to invest in the play 

equipment that the park so desperately requires.  It is for 

this reason that a small group of local parents came to-

gether to form a committee, a constitution and a will to 

raise the fund necessary to rejuvenate the play equipment 

and make it more engaging for all of the children who use 

the park for recreation and play. 

Figure  2.2 Showing an aerial photograph of Shaldon with the 

park highlighted in red. 



 

 

The photograph shown below in figure 2.2 illustrates a plan view for the site. This is broken out in 

three main areas; The children's play area, the football pitch and general recreational land. It is 

clear from this view that the children's play area hasn’t been very well utilised to date. It is also 

worth noting that the section directly to the right of the children play area is a pumping station 

developed and maintained by South West Water. The pumping station comprises of a concrete 

bunker which is now overgrown with bushes and shrubs and creates a hazard to any children 

frequenting the park. 

The above aerial photograph shows a plan view of the KG5 park. Sections of interest have been highlighted in the 

following colours. Please note the proximity of School Primary School in relation to KG5 park. 

 

Red: Children's Play Area 

Blue: Football Pitch 

Green: Shaldon Primary School 

 



 

 

3.0 PARISH HISTORY 

Shaldon and Ringmore are adjoining villages situated on the 

south bank of the river Teign in South Devon, opposite the 

town of Teignmouth. Shaldon is a popular location for 

tourism and sees its general population swell several times 

during the peak summer months. The villages are 

characterised by the mainly Georgian architecture, although 

several recent residential developments have been the 

feature of modern television documentaries[2.1],[2.2]. 

The original settlement was further up river in the valley of 

Ringmore, settled by the Saxons its Celtic name meaning 

'great enclosure'. The location offered its residence rich 

agriculture farmlands with some shelter from the strong sea 

winds. Shaldon itself is built on lands reclaimed after the river 

widened, slowed and silt build up on it banks. Shaldon is 

mentioned in the Chancery proceedings[2.3], [2.4] during the 

reign of King James 1(1566 – 1625) so we know that these historic 

villages have existed as long ago as the Doomsday Book. 

Originally the south bank of the river was the 

deepest and Shaldon grew into a flourishing port, 

home to several ship builders and merchants. 

Shipbuilding became an important part of village life 

and several shipyards employed a large number of 

residents to fulfil their order books. Ringmore was 

home to two such yards, the current location of the 

park being one of these. Part of the fleet of ships 

used in the Napoleonic wars[2.5] were built on this 

very location. 



 

 

4.0 PARK HISTORY 

Shaldon Park is protected by Fields in Trust which was founded back in 1925 as the 

National Playing Fields Association by King George V. Their mission being to ensure 

that everyone – young or old, able or disabled and wherever they live – should have 

access to free, local outdoor space for sport, play and recreation. It is their belief that 

spaces are vital to building happy and healthy communities and sadly continue to be 

threatened by all kinds of development. Fields in Trust safeguard recreational spaces 

to ensure that remain available for members of the local community. 

The Park was built on what was originally a large ship yard and was purchased by the 

village to ensure an area of recreation would remain available for use by everyone in 

the community. It then became part of the King George V Field scheme. A King 

George's V Field is a public open space in the United Kingdom dedicated to the 

memory of King George V. In 1936, after the king's death, Sir Percy Vincent, the then-

Lord Mayor of London, formed a committee to determine a memorial that was not 

solely based on the idea of a statue. 

The park currently has an open playing field that is used for football matches during 

the Autumn and Winter months and by groups of families in the Summer months for 

sporting events and socialising. There is also a fenced playground area however this is 

slowly falling into disrepair with paly equipment being taken out of service where it is 

beyond repair. 

The Park has previously had a Cycle Speedway track which commenced in 1954. The 

Shaldon Kestrels were very popular within the community of Shaldon with riders of all 

ages and abilities. They entered and won many competitions whilst breaking records 

along the way. Sadly following the parks revamp the Speedway track was removed.  

The playing field provides a big open area for ball games and picnics- and is used 

weekly in the Autumn and winter for Football matches. 



 

 

5.0 COUNCIL STRATEGIES 

The Teignbridge council Strategy 2016-2025[3.1] is a ten year development strategy 

designed to focus the resources of the council in the development of an even better place 

to live, work and visit for current and future generations. 

  

The key objects layout in this strategy are: 

  

1. more affordable housing 

2. reducing carbon emissions 

3. job creation 

4. sustainable travel options 

5. community-led planning 

6. encouraging our young people to stay in the district 

7. keeping our district clean, green, and safe 

  

At the heart of the strategy is a series of overarching projects known as the Teignbridge 

Ten, that will be used to guide the local government’s activities and focus their resource in 

delivering progress to the district in the key areas defined above. 

 

• A roof over our heads – to provide more, better, and affordable homes 

• Clean scene – to keep the district clean 

• Going to town – to invest in town centres 

• Great places to live and work – to provide well-designed quality 

neighbourhoods 

• Health at the heart – to improve health and wellbeing 

• Investing in prosperity – to create jobs and wealth 

• Moving up a gear – to improve travel options 

• Out and about and active – to provide opportunities for healthy active lifestyles 

• Strong communities – to liaise with, help, and support our communities 

• Zero heroes – to reduce waste and carbon emissions 

  

Although there appears to be no specific strategy outlined for the perseveration of green 

spaces or the investment in play equipment for the purposes of promoting happiness, 

fitness and wellbeing of the children within the district, this will possibly be covered 

within the scope of the Health at the Heart project. 



 

 

The graphs above show a side-by-side comparison for the levels of childhood obesity for children at reception year age( 4-5 years ) and 

children in year 6 ( 10-11 years ) in the Teignbridge district. The graphs indicate that Teignmouth West exceeds the national average by 

some margin in both categories. 

Clearly adding functioning and engaging play equipment to the area will improve the health and wellbeing 

of the children within the catchment area. Frequent users of the equipment are exercising and subse-

quently improving their cardio vascular fitness thus reducing the probability of childhood obesity, 

Dyslipidemia, Hypertension,  Cardiovascular diseases (CVD) and other ill health effects that can be tracked 

into adolescence and later into adulthood. 

The above map outlines the current districts within the 

county and the wards which exist within them. 

When specifically reviewing child obesity in Teignbridge

[3.5], 9.5% of children measured at reception age (aged 4

-5 years) are considered to be obese with this increas-

ing considerably to 15.4% at year 6 (aged 10-11 years). 

When drawing comparisons with the national average, 

(9.3% for reception and 19.0% for year 6), the data may 

initially appear favourable, however the national aver-

ages include children who reside within the inner-city 

areas and who are deprived of the wealth of rural exer-

cise opportunities offered within Teignbridge. 



 

 

Shaldon & Stokeinteignhead appear comparatively favourable when compared to the rest of the district, 

however there are two factors that should be considered when analysing the data with regards to the location 

of the KG5 park: 

  

(1) The data is several years out of date and refers to a time when the park and its equipment were 

in a better state of repair. 

  

(2) The location of the park borders the district of Teignmouth West which boasts a higher than 

average level of obesity across all segments and hosts the highest level of child poverty across 

the entire district. The designated schooling areas[3.6] for children residing in Teignmouth West 

suggest that they do not qualify for placement at Shaldon Primary School, however each year a 

good percentage of the admissions are from this disadvantaged sub-district. Shaldon Primary 

School currently has 210 children enrolled within its education program, 126 [61%] of whom reside 

in Teignmouth West and would therefore likely be beneficiaries of any new play equipment 

placed in the KG5 park. 

 

What appears concerning from the examination of this data is the apparent increase in the obese 

population as we move from childhood into adulthood, with the estimated prevalence of adult obesity for 

Teignbridge being 25.1%. This is a national trend which urgently needs to be addressed both educationally 

and with the encouragement for the early adoption of sport and exercise from a young age.  

 

The above graph has been taken from statistics provided by the Health and Social Care Information 

Centre and illustrates a relationship between childhood obesity and deprivation. 



 

 

Evidence [3.2][3.3] suggests that overweight children, 

with an average of 40% (and up to 80%) will become 

obese adults and it is well known that adult obesity is 

associated with an increased prevalence of risks from 

CVD and type 2 diabetes. The impact that childhood 

obesity has on an individual’s health, both in the 

short and long term, and the potential effect on the 

health care system in the future is so great that it has 

become one of the most critical public health issues 

today[3.4]. 

  

The financial investment in play equipment in areas 

deprived of proper facilities is an investment in the 

future health and wellbeing of the entire community.  

Furthermore, children and their families, no matter 

their weight, benefit from eating a healthy diet and 

being physically active. Encouraging a healthy active 

lifestyle should be the cornerstone in Teignbridge's 

Health at the Heart strategies and an  investment, 

both financial or otherwise, in this project is an in-

vestment into the longevity and health of community 

as a whole. Effective policies which promote physical 

exercise in any form have real and measurable eco-

nomic benefit as the impact on local services can be 

clearly observed. 

The above graph has been taken from statistics provided by 

the Local Government Association and outlines the number 

of children in deprivation within each of Teignbridge's wards. 

Shaldon appears in the middle of the table, however 

Teignmouth West appears top of this list for the  entire 

district. Its should be noted that 61% of  the pupils in 

attendance at Shaldon Primary Schools are resident in 

Teignmouth West. 



 

 

6.0 PROJECT OUTLINE 

6.1 OVERVIEW 

6.2 AIMS & OBJECTIVES 

This existing play equipment located within in the KG5 Playing fields was installed 

over twenty years ago and due to a lack of funding from Teignbridge District 

Council, the equipment has unfortunately fallen into a state of disrepair with parts 

of the play equipment now out of use. A small community group has been 

established to identify the requirements of the community with respect to play 

equipment and actively fund raise to generate the required financing for the 

replacement of this play equipment. 

  

This section outlines the requirements identified by this group and a rough 

estimate of the costs required to implement the proposal. Where known, costs 

associated with the likely materials will also be provide along with information 

relating to the likely demographic of children who will benefit from any such 

installation. 

  

The group has already consulted with a number of suppliers for ideas on costing, 

materials and to spark inspiration on park design. Where possible these documents 

have been included here to serve as an indication of the possibilities and the costs 

associated with the realisation of the project. 

The project has outlined a list of requirements / considerations that any future 

installation should considered as part of the design process. These have been 

generated by the committee members and extended from a basic wish list that the 

group  composed early on in the group’s  existence. These are not set in stone and 

are likely change on receipt of the findings of the community survey which has 

been designed to gauge the interest in the types of play equipment that the 

community desires. An analysis of these findings will be published in a later section 

of this document. 



 

 

6.3 REQUIREMENTS / CONSIDERATIONS 

(R.1) CATER FOR CHILDREN OLDER THAN FIVE 

 

There is a general lack of equipment aimed at children above the age of five years old 

and any development plan should ideally take this into consideration, planning in 

equipment that children of varying age groups will find stimulating and engaging. The 

majority of the equipment planned in will obviously meet the requirements of the 

largest identified age demographic, but without alienating children of an older age. 

  

(R.2) PROVIDE SHELTER AGAINST THE ELEMENTS 

 

The existing equipment layout offers no shelter from the wind, rain or sunshine for 

either parent and/or child and any proposal should ideally address this issue, creating 

shelter and play equipment within a single installation. 

  

(R.3) STIMULATE IMAGINATIVE PLAY 

 

Ideally the proposal will include items which actively encourage imaginative and/or 

educational play. There are several items of equipment identified by the committee 

that may fall into this category and these include musical play equipment, themed 

play equipment and interactive play equipment[4.1]. 

  

(R.4) SEATING FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN 

  

The existing layout has the inclusion of several large wooden picnic benches which 

can be used by both adults and children. These have proven to be useful for the 

parents to sit on whilst the children play and the committee feel that items of this 

nature should remain within any new proposed designs. 

The area where the park is situated has been identified as a flood risk by the environment agency 

[XX], and although the play area has been known to suffer after a heavy downfall, the area does 

demonstrate good drainage and hasn't naturally flooded in living memory. That said, we have 

deliberately tried to avoid the selection of play equipment which may present hazards should 

flooding occur. We have also had to consider the possibility of raw sewage flooding the play area. 

South West Water have a history of flooding this area with sewage no less than five times, causing a 

serious hazard to public health and resulting in park closure. What follows is a list of additional 

considerations that the committee has composed for use by prospective play equipment providers 

to deliberate prior to offering a proposal. 



 

 

 (R.5) A MIX OF NATURAL WOOD AND BRIGHT COLOURS. 

 

The use of natural wood in play equipment serves two interests; equipment built 

using treated wood is generally cheaper in terms of costs to develop and install when 

compared to synthetic alternatives. The use of wood also gives the park a natural 

look and feel with a nod to environmental sustainably. The obvious drawback to using 

this material is its long term durability when compared to synthetic alternatives, 

however if correctly treated and maintained there is no reason why equipment made 

from natural wood can't have a lifespan of at least 15 years [4.2]. 

  

(R.6) ASSAULT COURSE 

  

The group have identified a potential requirement for a piece of assault type 

equipment where children are encouraged to climb, balance and overcome obstacles 

either individually or using teamwork to assist one another. The inclusion of monkey 

bars , cargo nets, rope ladders and obstacles which encourage the improvement of 

balance, strength and co-ordination, should be considered for inclusion. 

  

 

(R.7) SWINGS 

 

The existing swings are functional and are generally the most used of any of the 

equipment within the existing layout, however the project would like to extend this 

well-loved item with the inclusion of a net swing. Additionally, the existing infant 

swings offer very little movement due to the limited height of the crossbar and poor 

maintenance of the chain fixing. Ideally, any replacement will have more height and a 

bearing based joint which offers more freedom of movement. 

  

(R.8) TODDLER PLAY HOUSE 

 

We would like to include a simple play house designed to appeal to the toddler ages, 

this may be part of a larger build and doesn't have to exist independently from the 

other equipment in the plan. The idea here is to have a snug in which toddlers can 

play imaginatively with one another.  



 

 

(R.9) LONG SLIDE 

 

The slide is the iconic symbol of the children's playpark as it is much loved by all 

children. No children's playpark would be complete without one so why not make it a 

big one. 

  

(R.10) SCREENING  

 

There is a large raised section which borders the playpark which is managed by South 

West Water. This raised concrete section provides access to a pumping facility and 

whilst this doesn't appear to be any real hazard, it is unsightly and draws attention 

away from the play area. Screening would offer some relief from this eye-saw and 

also prevent children from wandering into a potentially dangerous area. 

  

(R.11) INCLUSIVE ROUNDABOUT 

 

We would like any new developments to be inclusive of all children's needs and 

wherever possible cater for children of all ages and abilities but realise items such as 

an assault course will not be very inclusive of less able bodied children. It is for this 

reason that we would like to design in a specific item of equipment which will be 

inclusive to all. A roundabout which offers both a seat and a place to secure a 

wheelchair, we believe, will help to make the park more welcoming to all 

  

(R.12) PUMP TRACK 

  

Traditionally, playparks are generally aimed at the younger children and fall out of 

favour with teenagers. To combat this we are considering the inclusion of a pump 

track which can be enjoyed by children from as young as five but also appeal to 

children in their teens. With the development of a pump track it is hoped that some 

of the benefits that are enjoyed by a fully developed skateparks can be achieved 

without the antisocial behaviour and stigma that may come with a purpose built 

concrete park. The location of this will also act to reflect on the park’s wealth of 

history which once included the renowned Shaldon Kestrels cycle speedway. 



 

 

6.4 PROPOSALS, CONCEPTS & COSTS 

We contacted Playdale Playgrounds Ltd who are already known to 

Teignbridge District Council and who have already completed  a number of 

play parks in Devon, notably for Exminster Parish Council and Torbay 

District Council. We approached them with the committee's wish list and 

asked them to do some preliminary conceptual work to give the team an 

idea of the types of play equipment that would likely suit our needs and to 

gain an idea of the costs associated with the types of equipment chosen.  

 

The illustrations provided by the company are not specific to the site and 

simply outline the types of play equipment that the company provides. 

They have however, detailed an estimate which included a number of 

items of play equipment that we are currently interested in. 

6.4.1 PLAYDALE PLAYGROUNDS LTD 

The above illustration has been provided by Playdale and gives the reader an understanding of the type of 

equipment they could potentially provide and what maybe suitable for inclusion at the site within the KG5 park.  

https://www.playdale.co.uk/


 

 

The above illustration outlines an example of a play area as designed by Playdale.  

Playdale have also sent this image which illustrates some other types of 

equipment which may be suitable for the inclusion in the end design. 



 

 

The above illustrates the estimate provided by Playdale and gives a good idea of the likely 

costs for the equipment, ground works and installation for a project of this nature. 



 

 

We have also been in contact with ABC Playgrounds who are local 

to the Kingsteignton area and who were available to meet us to 

discuss or requirements in person at the site. They have responded 

with a comprehensive plan and set of supporting visuals which 

really gives the reader and excellent idea of the parks potential. 

 

This company have over twenty year’s of experience and have 

designed and installed playparks all across the UK. They also offer 

aftercare services which include equipment inspection and 

maintenance guidance.   

 

The company have utilised the existing topography within their 

design which serves to reduce the cost associated with additional 

grounds work. 

6.4.2 ABC PLAYGROUNDS 

The above illustration has been provided by ABC Playparks based in Kingsteignton and outlines the 

proposed play equipment layout based on our original wish-list. 

http://www.abc-playgrounds.co.uk/


 

 

The above images detail several items of play equipment in situ 

within the park.  ABC construction utilises a strong wooden theme 

throughout their plan and the inclusion of a circular wooden 

shelter supports the wishes of the committee to include some 

shelter. 

 

They had also been asked to include the red round-about seen in 

the images to the right of this text. This is a specific piece of 

equipment that had been requested by one of our member and is 

not currently made by ABC playgrounds. The inclusion of this item 

of equipment within the quote is simply for reference as this item 

is not an inclusive item of play equipment and will likely not be 

part of the final design. 

 

The design has cleverly utilised the existing “mound” within its 

castle design and generally covers a lot of the requirements 

outlined by the committee and detailed in section 6.3 

(Requirements and Considerations). 



 

 

The above image is the original quote for the playground designed by ABC Playgrounds and also contains a  

roundabout which is not manufactured by ABC Playgrounds and may prove cheaper if sources elsewhere. 



 

 

6.4.3 MAVERICK INDUSTRIES  

Maverick Industries are a business who specialise in the design and 

installation of skateparks. They have a wealth of experience in this industry 

and have an impressive resume which details project all across the 

country. We met with Mark at the site after the opening of the new 

skatepark in Buckland, Newon Abbot. Is was agreed that the community 

would be best served with a pump-track as illustrated in the conceptual 

illustrations shown below.  

 

This pump track could be located at the same position as the old Kestrel 

Speedway track (illustration below) and serve to respect the park’s history 

as well as providing a unique and entertaining piece of play equipment 

that children of all ages could enjoy. It is hoped that a pump track would 

offer children a similar experience to full skate park but without 

encouraging some of the antisocial  behaviour which can be associated 

with a full skate park.  

The above illustration details the layout of a pump track which will mirror the historical Kestrel Speedway in both shape and 

location. This should go along way towards appeasing any local resistance from the neighbouring residence. 

http://www.maverickskateparks.co.uk/


 

 

7.0 SURVEY RESULTS 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Q11 responses continued ... 



 

 

Q12 responses continued ... 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Q14 responses continued ... 



 

 

Q14 responses continued ... 
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